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of a Roman noble. The road to it lay through the prsetorship and the consulship, these offices, therefore, became the prizes of the State, and being in the gift of the people, they weie sought after by means which demoralized alike the givers and the receivers The elections were managed by clubs and cotenea, and, except on occasions of national danger or political excitement, those -who spent most freely were most certain of success
Undei these conditions the chief powers in the Commonwealth necessarily centred in the rich There was no longer an aristocracy of birth, still less of vutue The patrician families had the start in the race Great names and great possessions came to them by inheritance. But the door of promotion was open to all who had the golden key The great commoneis bought their way into the magistracies From the magistracies they passed into the Senate , and the Roman senator, though m Rome itself and in free debate among his colleagues he was handled as an ordinaiy man, when he travelled^ had the honors of a sovereign. The three hundied senators of Rome were thiee hundred princes They moved about m other countries with the rights of legates, at the expense of the province, with their tiams of slaves and horses The proud privilege of Roman citizenship was still jealously reserved to Rome itself and to a few favored towns and colonies , and a mere subject could maintain no rights against a member of the haughty oligarchy which controlled the civilized woild. Such geneially the Roman Republic had become, 01 was tending to become, m the years which followed the fall of Carthage, B o 146 Public spirit m the masses was dead or sleeping, the Com-